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Auction of Personalized Vehicle
Registration Marks

Definition

Purchaser
Means the person who is allocated the personalized
registration mark upon sale by auction and where the context
so admits or requires his executors, administrators and
assignees and in the case of a corporation its successors and
assignees.

Commissioner
Means the Commissioner for Transport.

Personalized registration mark
Has the same meaning as provided in the Road Traffic
Ordinance Cap. 374 and the Regulations made thereunder.

Conditions of Sale

(1) The allocation and sale of a personalized registration mark
is subject to the Road Traffic (Registration and Licensing of
Vehicles) Regulations, Cap. 374 sub. leg. E.

(2) The auctioneer shall regulate the bidding. Should there be
any dispute, the auctioneer’s decision shall be final.

(3) If any dispute arises between two or more bidders or
between the auctioneer and any bidder before the
auctioneer announces the completion of sale by the fall of
the hammer, the personalized registration mark shall be
put up for auction again.

(4) For a personalized registration mark put up for sale under
the Road Traffic (Registration and Licensing of Vehicles)
Regulations, Cap. 374 sub. leg. E, it is subject to a reserve
price of $5,000.



(5) Subject to Conditions (3) and (4), the highest approved
bidder named by the auctioneer shall be the Purchaser.

(6) The Purchaser shall make payment of the purchase price
immediately after the bidding is completed.

(7) Payment shall be made by crossed cheque payable
to “The Government of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region” or “The Government of the

HKSAR”. Post-dated

%ﬂuefz;—‘? cheques and cash will

. not be accepted.
2. The Government o the Hong Kong Special Adminisiraive Region | <22 Without limiting the
e generality of Condition
- | 6, Condition 6 shall
be deemed to be
123 4 5b7 A90123 4567890123 breached. if the crossed
cheque is not cleared
on presentation.

Dy B Mouh A Year &

(8) The Purchaser shall complete the “Memorandum of Sale
of Personalized Vehicle Registration Mark” immediately
after the bidding is completed. No alteration of the
particulars in the Memorandum will be permitted after
execution.

(9) A personalized registration mark can only be assigned to a
motor vehicle which is registered in the name of the
Purchaser. The Certificate of Incorporation must be
produced immediately by the Purchaser if a personalized
registration mark purchased is to be registered under the
name of a body corporate.

(10) The Purchaser shall, within 12 months after the date of
auction, apply to the Commissioner for the personalized
registration mark to be assigned to a motor vehicle

15



registered in the name of the Purchaser. If the Purchaser
fails to assign the registration mark within 12 months, the
Commissioner may, without prior notice to the Purchaser,
cancel that allocation and reallocate the registration
mark.

(11) If the Purchaser breaches any of the Conditions herein,
the Commissioner shall be entitled to cancel the
allocation of the personalized registration mark, reallocate
the same by auction and proceed against the Purchaser
for damages for breach of contract. The Purchaser shall
pay to the Commissioner on demand the difference in
prices where the price on re-auction is lower than the
original purchase price.

(12) The Commissioner may cancel the allocation of a
personalized registration mark at any time after that
allocation if he is satisfied, having regard to such matters
as he considers relevant, that the personalized registration
mark is not or is no longer appropriate for allocation.
Under such circumstance, the personalized registration
mark holder shall return to the Commissioner the
certificate of allocation issued to him and other relevant
documents. After the certificate of allocation and other
relevant documents have been returned, an amount
equal to the auction price or the special fee at which the
personalized registration mark was sold (as printed in
item (7) of the certificate of allocation) will be refunded to
the personalized registration mark holder.

(13) The personalized registration mark shall not be displayed
on any motor vehicle when the allocation of that mark is
cancelled by the Commissioner.



Points to Note on Certificate of Allocation
of Personalized Registration Mark

The Purchaser shall receive a "Certificate of Allocation of
Personalized Registration Mark” from the Transport
Department (TD) after auction. The certificate of allocation
will serve to prove the ownership of the personalized
registration mark. It will contain the particulars of the
personalized registration mark holder (name and identity
document number), the arrangement(s) of the letters,
numerals and blank spaces of the personalized registration
mark, the auction date and price/special fee and the points to
note by the personalized registration mark holder.

Potential buyer of a vehicle bearing a personalized registration
mark should check the certificate of allocation with the seller
and pay attention to the details contained therein. In addition
to the documents normally required for transfer of vehicle
ownership, the certificate of allocation should be produced to
the Transport Department for processing.

All personalized registration mark holders should note the
following points to note which are printed on the back
of the certificate of allocation:

(1) The personalized registration mark is allocated under the
provisions of the Road Traffic Ordinance Cap. 374 and the
Road Traffic (Registration and Licensing of Vehicles)
Regulations, Cap. 374 sub. leg. E. It is the responsibility of
the personalized registration mark holder or any transferee
to ensure that the use of the personalized registration
mark will not infringe any legal requirements or legal
rights, in particular any intellectual property rights.

(2) The registered owner of a motor vehicle shall, in accordance
with Schedule 4 to the Road Traffic (Registration and
Licensing of Vehicles) Regulations, display on the vehicle
the registration mark assigned to the vehicle. The
registration mark assigned to a vehicle shall be, in the case
of a personalized registration mark, the personalized

17
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registration mark that is stated and the arrangement of
the letters and numerals (together with any blank space)
of which is specified in the Certificate of Allocation of
Personalized Registration Mark.

Where a personalized registration mark is assigned to a
motor vehicle, the personalized registration mark may be
displayed in a single row only if the certificate of allocation
has specified the arrangement of the letters and numerals
(together with any blank space) of the personalized
registration mark in a single row only. The personalized
registration mark may be displayed either in a single row
or in two rows if the certificate of allocation has specified
the arrangement of the letters and numerals (together
with any blank space) of the personalized registration
mark both in a single row and in two rows.

In case of notifying the Commissioner upon transfer of
ownership of a registered vehicle, if the vehicle is assigned
with the personalized registration mark specified in the
certificate of allocation, the owner must deliver the
certificate of allocation to the Commissioner.

The Commissioner may cancel the allocation of a
personalized registration mark at any time after that
allocation if he is satisfied, having regard to such matters
as he considers relevant, that the personalized registration
mark is not or is no longer appropriate for allocation.
Under such circumstance, the personalized registration
mark holder shall return to the Commissioner the
certificate of allocation issued to him and other relevant
documents. After the certificate of allocation and other
relevant documents have been returned, an amount as
printed in item (7) of the certificate of allocation will be
refunded to the personalized registration mark holder.



(6) When the personalized registration mark holder gives
notice to surrender the personalized registration mark to
the Commissioner, he shall at the same time return to the
Commissioner the certificate of allocation issued to him
and other relevant documents.

(7) Keep the certificate of allocation in a safe place. Report its
loss at once to any Police Station, and apply in a specified
form to the Commissioner for a duplicate document on
payment of the appropriate fee.

(8) The holder of personalized registration mark is required by
law to notify the Commissioner of any change of name,
address or identity document within 72 hours after the
change, otherwise the holder is liable to a fine of $2,000.

(9) The Certificate of Allocation of Personalized Registration
Mark shall remain the property of the Government and the
Commissioner may require it to be returned to him at any
time.

The certificate of allocation states that the registered owner of
a motor vehicle shall, in accordance with Schedule 4 to the
Road Traffic (Registration and Licensing of Vehicles)
Regulations, display on the vehicle the registration mark
assigned to the vehicle. In this regard, it should be noted that
the existing regulations on the display of a vehicle registration
mark shall also apply to a personalized registration mark.
Besides, the Regulations have stipulated additional
requirements on the display of a personalized registration
mark, in particular, the distance between letters/numerals and
the width of a blank space as follows (for details, please refer
to Schedule 4 to the aforementioned Regulations):
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Requirements on the width Invalid Other Motor
(applicable to personalized Carriage or Vehicle
registration marks only) Motor Cycle

(A) Distance between a letter | Not less than
or numeral and the letter | 0.2 cm and
or numeral it immediately | not more than

precedes or follows 2.5cm Not less than
1 cm and not
(B) Distance between 2 More than more than
numerals “1", placed 0.8 cm but 3.2cm
together side by side not more than
(not applicable to other 2.5cm
numerals)

(C) All spaces separating the letters and numerals (i.e. A and B)
shall be of the same width

(D) A blank space Not less than Not less than
3.2 cm and 5.5 cm and
not more than | not more than
4.2 cm 7 cm

Example (a personalized registration mark displayed on a

private car):

1?m 1?m 5.5cm 1?m
(A) (A) () (:)]

The example is in compliance with the requirements (A) and (B)
because the spaces separating letters/numerals are fixed at 1 cm
wide. The requirement (C) is also met as all the spaces for items
(A) and (B) are of the same width. Besides, the requirement (D) is
complied with because the width of a blank space is 5.5 cm.



Important Notice to Participants of Auction
of Personalized Registration Marks

e Schedule 4 to the Road Traffic (Registration and Licensing
of Vehicles) Regulations stipulates in detail the requirements on
the display of a personalized registration mark. Moreover, the
size of the number plate to be installed on different models of
motor vehicles varies. Before participating in the bidding of a
personalized registration mark, bidders should first have an
understanding of these requirements (main points in the
preceding section) and consider the size of the number plate
of his/her vehicle to see whether it can accommodate the
personalized registration mark.

e Bidders should note that no change to the arrangement
of the letters, numerals and blank spaces of a personalized
registration mark will be allowed. If there is no
arrangement in two rows, the personalized registration
mark can only be displayed in a single row.

e Personalized registration marks are auctioned subject to the
“Conditions of Sale of Personalized Registration Marks by
Auction”.

e The bidder should be at the age of 18 years or above.

e The Purchaser is requested to sign an “Undertaking for
Payment of the Purchase Price of the Registration Mark”
immediately after each successful bidding. TD staff will
approach the successful bidder who will be required to
produce his/her Hong Kong Identity Card/Passport for
verification of identity and record purposes.

e The Purchaser shall make payment of the purchase price by
crossed cheque and complete the “Memorandum of Sale of
Personalized Vehicle Registration Mark” immediately after
the bidding is completed. No alteration of the particulars in
the Memorandum will be permitted after execution.

e Any person who has paid a deposit of $5,000 to the Transport
Department (TD) for his/her proposed personalized registration
mark should also attend the auction and participate in the
bidding (including the 1st bid at the reserve price of $5,000).
Otherwise, the proposed personalized registration mark may
be sold to another bidder at the reserve price.
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If the applicant is not successful in bidding for his/her
proposed personalized registration mark, the deposit paid
will be refunded to him/her by way of a crossed cheque
through Treasury by mail to his/her address as shown on
the application form.

If the proposed personalized registration mark remains
unsold at the auction, it will be allocated to the applicant at
a special fee of $5,000, and the deposit paid will be taken
as payment of the special fee. As such, the deposit paid by
the applicant will not be refunded to him/her. The applicant
will be notified of the allocation after the auction by post.
Please note that the personalized registration mark can only
be assigned to a vehicle registered in the name of
the applicant under such circumstances.

Bidders should offer by raising their hands and
calling out the price.

Participants should remain seated
throughout the entire auction
period of each personalized
registration mark.

Smoking, eating or drinking in the
auction hall is not allowed.

Please switch off the beeping
device of mobile phones, pagers
and alarm watches or change
them to vibrating mode during
the conduct of auction.

If any person is disturbed or threatened during the auction,
please let TD staff or the auctioneer know immediately or
report to the Police direct.

Any person who causes disorder or nuisance in the auction
may be required to leave the auction hall by TD staff or the
auctioneer.

The expected net proceeds from the sale of personalized
registration marks will be used for poverty alleviation
initiatives.

Auction will be conducted in Cantonese. If interpretation
service is required, please contact TD staff on the auction
day for necessary arrangement.




Arrangement of Auction when
Tropical Cyclone Warning Signal or
Black Rainstorm Warning is issued

e If the No. 8 or higher Tropical Cyclone Warning Signal, or
Black Rainstorm Warning is issued between 7:00 a.m. and
9:25 a.m. on the date of auction of personalized
registration marks, the morning session of the auction will
be postponed. If the above warning signals are cancelled at
or before 12:00 noon, the afternoon session of the auction
will be held as scheduled.

e If the No. 8 or higher Tropical Cyclone Warning Signal, or
Black Rainstorm Warning is issued between 12:00 noon and
2:25 p.m. on the date of auction, the afternoon session of
the auction will be postponed.

e If Black Rainstorm Warning is issued after commencement of
the auction, the on-going auction will continue.

e If the No. 8 or higher Tropical Cyclone Warning Signal is
issued after commencement of the auction, the auction will
be suspended immediately.

e If an auction session has been postponed or suspended due
to inclement weather, applicants of the proposed
personalized registration marks which have not been put up
for auction due to this reason will be notified of the details
of the re-scheduled auction later.

e Postponement of auction sessions caused by inclement
weather will also be announced through television and
radio broadcasting.



24

For enquiry, please call the TD Enquiry Hotline at 2804 2600,
or send the question by post/fax to:

Vehicle Registration Marks Unit
Transport Department

Room 506-508, 5/F, Harcourt House
39 Gloucester Road

Wan Chai, Hong Kong

Fax: 3101 5561
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